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PowerSwitch is an automatic AC power controller.  It can be used to switch AC
power between Main and Backup devices, or to simply turn AC power on or off.
PowerSwitch can be operated using the front panel pushbuttons or remotely con-
trolled via external GPI contact closures.  An audible alarm is provided, as well as
remote status indication.

PowerSwitch is ideal for automatically switching between main and backup
Arbitron PPM™ encoding units.  If the PPM™ Monitor is used, its code-fault detec-
tion feature can be utilized so that PowerSwitch will switch to the backup encoder
if the main encoder fails.

Two standard 3-prong grounded outlets provide AC power to Main and Backup
equipment.  The Main outlet is normally live, with the Backup outlet turned off.  A
contact closure (either momentary or maintained) applied at the Control input will
cause the Backup outlet to become live, with the Main outlet turning off.
PowerSwitch will stay “latched” in this mode until it is reset manually with either

the front panel button or with a contact closure at the Control input.  Separate
Main and Backup remote GPI inputs are provided on the Control input con-
nector.

When PowerSwitch switches to Backup mode, an audible alarm will sound to
alert nearby personnel that backup equipment has been activated.  The alarm
can be turned off with a front panel switch.  LEDs indicate Main and Backup
modes, and an auxiliary Status relay provides dry contacts for remote status
indication.  An internal jumper can be set to provide 12 vdc on the status relay
contacts. PowerSwitch AC outlets are conservatively rated at 5 amps per out-
let.  AC power switching is via a heavy-duty sealed relay.  

PowerSwitch is powered with a built-in AC power supply.  It is 1/3 rack width,
and can be rack-mounted with the optional rack-mount shelf, or cabinet or
wall mounted using optional cabinet/wall mounting brackets.

Technical Specifications

Rack Mountable              

Arbitron PPM™ and PPM™ are trademarks of Arbitron Inc. Used with permission. 
Specifications subject to change without notice.

AC input

AC outputs

Control inputs

Status output

Alarm

Physical

Construction

Approval

115 VAC, 2 W + load wattage
2: Main and Backup, 115 VAC, 500 W per outlet
2: Main and Backup, maintained or momentary
GPI closures 
SPDT relay, dry contacts or 12VDC from internal
power supply
Audible alarm sounds when in Backup mode
5.75”w X 5.50”d X 1.60”h, 3 LBS
Steel enclosure
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